
“Low Economy Drives Many to Choose Cremation”

  All around the United States, people are looking to cut costs in every aspect of 

life. Unsurprisingly, not even the American rituals surrounding death and dying are 

immune to this cost-effective attitude. Due to how expensive they can become, funerals, 

and all that they encompass, can be huge burdens on families. Not only is the grieving 

family faced with the loss of a loved one, but also with the over-whelming cost of a 

proper, modern-day funeral.  A viable answer to this pressing issue, cremation cuts down 

the expenses that make burials so costly, therefore providing security for families that are 

having a hard time financially.

 Today, traditional burials and funerals can cost on average 6,000 dollars 

depending on the specific details. Contrastingly, a cremation can cost as little as 1,000 

dollars. As the time of death is typically unpredictable, the inability of families to prepare 

for the funeral costs can result in financial difficulty. Before cremation was available, 

funeral homes maintained an economic monopoly on the market (Prothero 10), allowing 

them to make their prices as high as they wished without fear of competition.  However, 

now that cremation is available to the majority of the nation, families have an alternate, 

predominately cheaper option for laying their loved ones to rest. 

 Another aspect of cremation that gives the process an economic edge on 

traditional burials is the fact that, when cremating, one does not need to purchase a burial 

plot. In today’s market, land can be extraordinarily expensive to purchase. In addition to 

this, fewer and fewer burial locations are available to the public as time progresses. 

Through cremation, this cost can be completely eliminated. Rather than buy a piece of 



property in a cemetery, families are now able to choose the more economical option: to 

cremate their loved ones and keep the remains in an ornate jar. Some may even choose to 

scatter their loved one’s remains in the ocean or a favorite city of the deceased.

 McDonald Containers, a company that supplies containers for cremation, air trays 

for shipping and various other products to crematories, is a prime example of economical 

buying. McDonald Containers not only delivers quality products at low prices, but also 

promises same-day shipping on orders before noon. In order to keep cremation at a lower 

cost, companies like McDonald Containers are vital to the spread and success of the 

cremation industry.
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